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THE  THREE  HEBREW  CHILDREN 
BBIIBBLLEE  TTEEXXTT    ::   Daniel 3:1-30 

LESSON 420    Senior Course 

MMEEMMOORRYY  VVEERRSSEE::  ""WWee  aarree  nnoott  ccaarreeffuull  ttoo  aannsswweerr  tthheeee  iinn  tthhiiss  mmaatttteerr..  IIff  iitt  bbee  ssoo,,  oouurr  GGoodd  wwhhoomm  

wwee  sseerrvvee  iiss  aabbllee  ttoo  ddeelliivveerr  uuss  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbuurrnniinngg  ffiieerryy  ffuurrnnaaccee,,  aanndd  hhee  wwiillll  ddeelliivveerr  uuss  oouutt  ooff  tthhiinnee  

hhaanndd,,  OO  kkiinngg..  BBuutt  iiff  nnoott,,  bbee  iitt  kknnoowwnn  uunnttoo  tthheeee,,  OO  kkiinngg,,  tthhaatt  wwee  wwiillll  nnoott  sseerrvvee  tthhyy  ggooddss,,  nnoorr  

wwoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  ggoollddeenn  iimmaaggee  wwhhiicchh  tthhoouu  hhaasstt  sseett  uupp""  ((DDaanniieell  33::1166--1188))..  

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES: 

Daniel 3:1-30  
1  Nebuchadnezzar the king made 
an image of gold, whose height 
was threescore cubits, and the 
breadth thereof six cubits: he set 
it up in the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon.  
2  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king 
sent to gather together the 
princes, the governors, and the 
captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, to come to the 
dedication of the image which 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set 
up.  
3  Then the princes, the governors, 
and captains, the judges, the 
treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, were gathered together 
unto the dedication of the image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had 
set up; and they stood before the 
image that Nebuchadnezzar had 
set up.  
4  Then an herald cried aloud, To 
you it is commanded, O people, 
nations, and languages,  
5  That at what time ye hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all 
kinds of musick, ye fall down and 
worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set 
up:  
6  And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth shall the same hour 
be cast into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace.  

I  The Dedication of the King's Image of Gold 
1. An image 90 feet by 9 feet is erected near Babylon, Daniel 3:1; 

Daniel 2:31-32  
31  Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This 
great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before 
thee; and the form thereof was terrible.  
32  This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his 
arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass,  

Psalm 115:4  
4  Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.  

Psalm 115:8  
8  They that make them are like unto them; so is every one 
that trusteth in them.  

Isaiah 2:20  
20  In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his 
idols of gold, which they made each one for himself to 
worship, to the moles and to the bats;  

Revelation 9:20  
20  And the rest of the men which were not killed by these 
plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that 
they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and 
silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither 
can see, nor hear, nor walk:  

2. The officials of the king's realm attend the dedication, Daniel 

3:2, 3. 
3. All the people are commanded at the sound of music to 

worship the image, Daniel 3:4-7. 

 
II  Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego Cast into the Fiery 

Furnace 
1. The three Hebrew children are accused of disregarding the 

king's command and his gods, Daniel 3:8-12. 
2. They refuse to submit to the king's repeated command, Daniel 

3:13-18;  
MMaatttthheeww  1100::1188--1199    

1188    AAnndd  yyee  sshhaallll  bbee  bbrroouugghhtt  bbeeffoorree  ggoovveerrnnoorrss  aanndd  kkiinnggss  ffoorr  

mmyy  ssaakkee,,  ffoorr  aa  tteessttiimmoonnyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm  aanndd  tthhee  GGeennttiilleess..    
1199    BBuutt  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ddeelliivveerr  yyoouu  uupp,,  ttaakkee  nnoo  tthhoouugghhtt  hhooww  oorr  

wwhhaatt  yyee  sshhaallll  ssppeeaakk::  ffoorr  iitt  sshhaallll  bbee  ggiivveenn  yyoouu  iinn  tthhaatt  ssaammee  

hhoouurr  wwhhaatt  yyee  sshhaallll  ssppeeaakk..    

MMaatttthheeww  1100::2288    
2288    AAnndd  ffeeaarr  nnoott  tthheemm  wwhhiicchh  kkiillll  tthhee  bbooddyy,,  bbuutt  aarree  nnoott  aabbllee  

ttoo  kkiillll  tthhee  ssoouull::  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  ffeeaarr  hhiimm  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aabbllee  ttoo  ddeessttrrooyy  

bbootthh  ssoouull  aanndd  bbooddyy  iinn  hheellll..    

JJoobb  1133::1155    
1155    TThhoouugghh  hhee  ssllaayy  mmee,,  yyeett  wwiillll  II  ttrruusstt  iinn  hhiimm::  bbuutt  II  wwiillll  

mmaaiinnttaaiinn  mmiinnee  oowwnn  wwaayyss  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm.. 

3. The king, in a rage, sentences them to the fiery-furnace, Daniel 

3:19, 20; 
Psalm 76:10  

10  Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder 
of wrath shalt thou restrain.  

Psalm 50:15  
15  And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me.  
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7  Therefore at that time, when all 
the people heard the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and all kinds of musick, 
all the people, the nations, and the 
languages, fell down and 
worshipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set 
up.  
8  Wherefore at that time certain 
Chaldeans came near, and 
accused the Jews.  
9  They spake and said to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for 
ever.  
10  Thou, O king, hast made a 
decree, that every man that shall 
hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, 
shall fall down and worship the 
golden image:  
11  And whoso falleth not down 
and worshippeth, that he should 
be cast into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace.  
12  There are certain Jews whom 
thou hast set over the affairs of 
the province of Babylon, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego; these 
men, O king, have not regarded 
thee: they serve not thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up.  
13  Then Nebuchadnezzar in his 
rage and fury commanded to bring 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. Then they brought 
these men before the king.  
14  Nebuchadnezzar spake and said 
unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, do not 
ye serve my gods, nor worship the 
golden image which I have set up?  
15  Now if ye be ready that at what 
time ye hear the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all 
kinds of musick, ye fall down and 
worship the image which I have 

 
4. The three Hebrews are cast into the furnace, and their 

executioners are slain, Daniel 3:21-23;  
PPssaallmm  2233::33--44    

33    HHee  rreessttoorreetthh  mmyy  ssoouull::  hhee  lleeaaddeetthh  mmee  iinn  tthhee  ppaatthhss  ooff  

rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  ffoorr  hhiiss  nnaammee''ss  ssaakkee..    
44    YYeeaa,,  tthhoouugghh  II  wwaallkk  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  vvaalllleeyy  ooff  tthhee  sshhaaddooww  ooff  

ddeeaatthh,,  II  wwiillll  ffeeaarr  nnoo  eevviill::  ffoorr  tthhoouu  aarrtt  wwiitthh  mmee;;  tthhyy  rroodd  aanndd  

tthhyy  ssttaaffff  tthheeyy  ccoommffoorrtt  mmee..    

22  TTiimmootthhyy  44::1177--1188    
1177    NNoottwwiitthhssttaannddiinngg  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ssttoooodd  wwiitthh  mmee,,  aanndd  

ssttrreennggtthheenneedd  mmee;;  tthhaatt  bbyy  mmee  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg  mmiigghhtt  bbee  ffuullllyy  

kknnoowwnn,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  aallll  tthhee  GGeennttiilleess  mmiigghhtt  hheeaarr::  aanndd  II  wwaass  

ddeelliivveerreedd  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  lliioonn..    
1188    AAnndd  tthhee  LLoorrdd  sshhaallll  ddeelliivveerr  mmee  ffrroomm  eevveerryy  eevviill  wwoorrkk,,  aanndd  

wwiillll  pprreesseerrvvee  mmee  uunnttoo  hhiiss  hheeaavveennllyy  kkiinnggddoomm::  ttoo  wwhhoomm  bbee  

gglloorryy  ffoorr  eevveerr  aanndd  eevveerr..  AAmmeenn.. 

 

III  The Miraculous Deliverance and the King's Astonishment 
 1. "Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?" 

Daniel 3:24. 

2. "Lo, I see four . . . and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God." Daniel 3:25. 

3. They came forth before all without the smell of fire, Daniel 
3:26, 27; 

HHeebbrreewwss  1111::3344    
3344    QQuueenncchheedd  tthhee  vviioolleennccee  ooff  ffiirree,,  eessccaappeedd  tthhee  eeddggee  ooff  tthhee  

sswwoorrdd,,  oouutt  ooff  wweeaakknneessss  wweerree  mmaaddee  ssttrroonngg,,  wwaaxxeedd  vvaalliiaanntt  iinn  

ffiigghhtt,,  ttuurrnneedd  ttoo  fflliigghhtt  tthhee  aarrmmiieess  ooff  tthhee  aalliieennss..    

IIssaaiiaahh  4433::22    
22    WWhheenn  tthhoouu  ppaasssseesstt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  wwaatteerrss,,  II  wwiillll  bbee  wwiitthh  

tthheeee;;  aanndd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  rriivveerrss,,  tthheeyy  sshhaallll  nnoott  oovveerrffllooww  tthheeee::  

wwhheenn  tthhoouu  wwaallkkeesstt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ffiirree,,  tthhoouu  sshhaalltt  nnoott  bbee  

bbuurrnneedd;;  nneeiitthheerr  sshhaallll  tthhee  ffllaammee  kkiinnddllee  uuppoonn  tthheeee..    

PPssaallmm  3344::77    
77    TThhee  aannggeell  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  eennccaammppeetthh  rroouunndd  aabboouutt  tthheemm  tthhaatt  

ffeeaarr  hhiimm,,  aanndd  ddeelliivveerreetthh  tthheemm.. 

4. Nebuchadnezzar pays tribute to the God of Israel, Daniel 3:28, 

29. 

5. God's faithful servants are promoted, Daniel 3:30 
 

NOTES: 
Golden Image 

It is possible that Nebuchadnezzar's inspiration to build a great 
image came from his dream some years before when he saw an 

image of a man erected upon a high pillar. This grand and costly 

monument, 90 feet high, was to be dedicated to his own honour. 
Daniel had said in his interpretation of the dream, `'Thou art this 

head of gold." Daniel had also reminded him that the God of 
Heaven had given him this kingdom of power. This high-minded 

king gave no thought to these words, or he might have hesitated 

to exalt himself. Thus Nebuchadnezzar, glorying in the power 
bestowed upon him, seems to have been a type of the antichrist 

who also will have an image erected to his honour (Revelation 
13:14). One of our more recent dictators of Europe erected an 

image to himself in Rome, 250 feet in height. 

Forbidden 
We read in Exodus 20:23: `'Ye shall not make with me gods of 

silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold." Jeroboam, 
the son of Nebat, caused Israel to sin by his erecting two calves 

of gold, one at Bethel and the other at Dan. (See I Kings 12:29.) 
Officials Gather 

The assembled gathering of princes, governors, military 
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made; well: but if ye worship not, 
ye shall be cast the same hour into 
the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace; and who is that God that 
shall deliver you out of my hands?  
16  Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, answered and said to 
the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
are not careful to answer thee in 
this matter.  
17  If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king.  
18  But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set 
up.  
19  Then was Nebuchadnezzar full 
of fury, and the form of his visage 
was changed against Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego: 
therefore he spake, and 
commanded that they should heat 
the furnace one seven times more 
than it was wont to be heated.  
20  And he commanded the most 
mighty men that were in his army 
to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, and to cast them into 
the burning fiery furnace.  
21  Then these men were bound in 
their coats, their hosen, and their 
hats, and their other garments, 
and were cast into the midst of 
the burning fiery furnace.  
22  Therefore because the king's 
commandment was urgent, and 
the furnace exceeding hot, the 
flame of the fire slew those men 
that took up Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego.  
23  And these three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, fell down bound into 
the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace.  
24  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king 

officers, chief judges, financial experts, senators and heads of law 
enforcement were willing to pay homage to the king. We see 

much of political expediency rather than firm principle in our day. 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego had been appointed officials 

over the affairs of the province of Babylon (Daniel 2:49). They 

were in the same group on the plain of Dura. They heard the 
same instructions as all others present. When the Chaldean 

symphony started to play, God raised up a standard in their 
hearts as He had spoken through the mouth of Isaiah in chapter 

59, verse 19, more than 100 years before: "When the enemy shall 

come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard 
against him." Many are swept along with the gay and giddy 

throng by the modern music of our day. Great mobs of people 
carry many weaker souls on the crest of the wave of popular 

opinion; but God has a deeper work for the heart than just a 
mental assent. The "new birth" brings faith into the heart that 

believes "if God be for us, who can be against us?" (Romans 

8:31). 
Notwithstanding the obligations they may have felt, nor 

fearing the power their king could exercise as an absolute 
monarch, the three Hebrews nobly and courageously refused to 

violate the purpose of their hearts in being true to their God. 

Jesus later very clearly defined our stand on these matters when 
He said, "Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 

Cæsar's; and unto God the things that are God's" (Matthew 
22:21). The things of state belong to the king, and things of 

worship belong to God. 
No Other God 

The king’s edict violated the first of the Ten Commandments. 

No other nation but that of the Jews would feel this edict 
oppressive, for it did not prevent the heathen from worshipping 

their own gods besides. It was evidently aimed at the Jews by 
those who were jealous of their high position in the king's court. 

They therefore induced the king to pass an edict concerning all 

nonconformists, representing such a refusal of homage as an act 
of treason to Nebuchadnezzar, the civil and religious "head" of the 

empire. Their accusation, "They serve not thy gods, nor worship 
the golden image which thou hast set up," served to incite the 

king to greater anger. 

Testimony for True God 
The answer to the king's query given by the three young men 

is a classic example of fearless trust in God. They wanted the king 
to know that they would not parley with sin nor beg the issue 

over a matter that had plunged their nation into captivity, namely 
idolatry. God permitted them to be brought before the king that 

their testimonies might be heard and the witness for the true God 

be made known to the whole world. 
King's Defiance 

When Nebuchadnezzar asked the question, "Who is that God 
that shall deliver you out of my hands?" it caught the ear of God 

as did Sennacherib's taunt when Isaiah told the Assyrian 

messengers that God would deliver Israel out of the hands of the 
Assyrians.  Sennacherib boasted: "Who are they among all the 

gods of the countries, that have delivered their country out of 
mine hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of mine 

hand?" (II Kings 18:35). Pharaoh made a similar boast: "Who is 
the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?" (Exodus 

5:2). God has told us who He is: He said: "I am the LORD: that is 

my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my 
praise to graven images" (Isaiah 42:8). He has also said: ``God is 
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was astonied, and rose up in 
haste, and spake, and said unto 
his counsellors, Did not we cast 
three men bound into the midst of 
the fire? They answered and said 
unto the king, True, O king.  
25  He answered and said, Lo, I see 
four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no 
hurt; and the form of the fourth is 
like the Son of God.  
26  Then Nebuchadnezzar came 
near to the mouth of the burning 
fiery furnace, and spake, and said, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, ye servants of the most 
high God, come forth, and come 
hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, came forth of the 
midst of the fire.  
27  And the princes, governors, and 
captains, and the king's 
counsellors, being gathered 
together, saw these men, upon 
whose bodies the fire had no 
power, nor was an hair of their 
head singed, neither were their 
coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire had passed on them.  
28  Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, 
and said, Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, who hath sent his 
angel, and delivered his servants 
that trusted in him, and have 
changed the king's word, and 
yielded their bodies, that they 
might not serve nor worship any 
god, except their own God.  
29  Therefore I make a decree, 
That every people, nation, and 
language, which speak any thing 
amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, 
and their houses shall be made a 
dunghill: because there is no other 
God that can deliver after this sort.  
30  Then the king promoted 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 

the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another" (Psalm 
75:7); and "There is no power but of God: the powers that be are 

ordained of God" (Romans 13:1). So who is man that he should 
boast against the Almighty God? 

Wrath Cruel 

The king's anger knew no bounds when he was confronted 
with the Hebrews' fearless assurance of the omnipotence of the 

God of Israel. The furnace was heated seven times more than it 
was ever seen to be heated. Fully clothed, they were bound and 

cast into the furnace. The strongest men of the army, those to be 

most feared, were slain by the heat. The captives fell down bound 
into the midst of the fiery furnace. These young men could have 

questioned the advisability of such a firm stand that would exact 
such a price for loyalty when all that was required was a mere 

bowing of the knee to the image; but there was no compromise in 
them. They would not give any pretence of conforming to that 

command.  God's Word tells us: Abstain from all appearance of 

evil" (I Thessalonians 5:22). 
When our faith is under severe test and trial it is well to 

remember the Apostle Paul: "And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose" (Romans 8:28). Murmuring or 

complaining about our lot only serves the enemy's purpose. It has 
been said that what happens to us is not so important as what we 

do with it. It may be used as a steppingstone to higher heights in 
God or become a stumbling block that could cause us to fall if we 

take our eyes from the Captain of our Salvation. 
God's Intervention 

When the king looked into the furnace, rather than seeing the 

end of the dissenters, he saw not three but four men; and the 
form of the fourth was like the Son of God. Again God's mercy 

was revealing the power of the true God to this haughty monarch. 
The captives in the furnace found that the fire had only released 

them from their bonds, and they arose and walked. We have fiery 

trials, too, the purpose of which is explained in I Peter 1:7: "That 
the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 

perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." As we 

surrender to God in our trials, we find we are released from the 

cares and anxieties of this life, bringing greater freedom in Christ 
(LLuukkee  2211::3344  3344    AAnndd  ttaakkee  hheeeedd  ttoo  yyoouurrsseellvveess,,  lleesstt  aatt  aannyy  ttiimmee  yyoouurr  

hheeaarrttss  bbee  oovveerrcchhaarrggeedd  wwiitthh  ssuurrffeeiittiinngg,,  aanndd  ddrruunnkkeennnneessss,,  aanndd  

ccaarreess  ooff  tthhiiss  lliiffee,,  aanndd  ssoo  tthhaatt  ddaayy  ccoommee  uuppoonn  yyoouu  uunnaawwaarreess..  LLuukkee  

2211::3366  3366    WWaattcchh  yyee  tthheerreeffoorree,,  aanndd  pprraayy  aallwwaayyss,,  tthhaatt  yyee  mmaayy  bbee  

aaccccoouunntteedd  wwoorrtthhyy  ttoo  eessccaappee  aallll  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  sshhaallll  ccoommee  ttoo  

ppaassss,,  aanndd  ttoo  ssttaanndd  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  mmaann..). 

Awaiting God's Time 

They did not try to escape, but awaited the kings command to 

come forth, just as Noah waited in the ark after the Flood until 
God brought him forth (Genesis 8:12-18 12  And he stayed yet 

other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not 

again unto him any more. 13  And it came to pass in the six 
hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the 
month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah 
removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face 
of the ground was dry. 14  And in the second month, on the seven 
and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried. 15  And God 
spake unto Noah, saying, 16  Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy 
wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee. 17  Bring forth 
with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be 
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Abednego, in the province of 
Babylon.  
 

fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. 18  And Noah went forth, 

and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him). The 

king’s acknowledgment that they were servants of the Most High 

God made all other gods inferior to theirs. He concluded by 

saying, “There is no other God that can deliver after this sort." 
God surely showed His power to deliver the righteous in that 

there was not even the smell of smoke on their garments, nor 
was a hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed. 

Contrast this with the destruction of the most mighty men in the 

king’s army.  The law of the king was changed by the God of 
Heaven. It has been said that "man proposes, but God disposes.  

Faithfulness to God brought promotion from their earthly king 
and the smile of approval from the heavenly King. 

QUESTIONS 
1. How was Nebuchadnezzar affected by his dream? 

2. Illustrate his progress in the knowledge of the true God. 

3. What commandment did the Hebrews have in mind in 
refusing to bow to the image? 

4. What promise in the Book of Isaiah covers this incident?  
5. Who visited the Hebrew children in the furnace? 

6. Explain what the fire did. 

7. Did it pay the Hebrew children to be true to God? and why? 
8. Why did not God deliver them from going into the furnace?  

9. What effect did this miracle have on the world of that day? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


